
The First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday 29th November 2020 

 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might 

believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that 

enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received 

him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And 

the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father. 

Opening responses 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

for you I wait all day long. 

 

In the beginning was the Word— 

spoken and breathed, a promise made and kept. 

All:     Listen and hear— 

God’s promise is true! 

 

The Word was in the beginning, 

and through him all things come into being. 

All:     Eternal and near at hand, 

Already and not-yet, 

God’s promise is the foundation of all life. 

 

Listen! Hear the covenant anew, giving voice to a future with hope. 

 

Greeting & Opening Prayer 
Let us pray: 

Father in heaven, 

our hearts desire the warmth of your love 

and our minds are searching for the light of your Word. 

Increase our longing for Christ our Saviour 

and give us the strength to grow in love, 

that the dawn of his coming 

may find us rejoicing in his presence 

and welcoming the light of his truth. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen. 

 

~candle is lit~ 



Song - Wait for the Lord 

As we draw close to God, we take a moment to bring into God’s light those aspects of our lives where 

we have failed to love him and reflect his light in our lives. 

A period of Silence 

Lord God, 
we praise you for sending light into this world. 
We confess that we live as though 
the light had never defeated darkness. 
We confess that we ignore the Saviour you sent 
to be among us and to live in us. 
We’ve kept the birth of your Son confined to the Christmas season 
and do not yearn for his coming each moment in our waiting hearts. 
Forgive us for not opening our eyes to Jesus. 
Prepare us for His return. 
Help us rejoice in the light 
so that your grace can illuminate the darkened places of our hearts.  
Amen. 
 

The collect for the First Sunday in Advent 

Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1. 3 -9 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way 
you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony 
of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Responses 

Into the darkness of our world: 

COME LORD AND SAVE US, 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE ON US. 

 



Into the confusion of our world: 

COME LORD AND SAVE US, 

WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR, BE OUR GUIDE. 

 

Into violence of our world: 

COME LORD AND SAVE US, 

PRINCE OF PEACE REIGN OVER US. 

 

Come, Lord, Jesus: 

DO NOT DELAY 

 

Music: Christ be our light 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel is written in St Mark’s Gospel Chapter 13. 24 – 37. 

The Coming of the Son of Man 
24 But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven,  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.  
27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. 
28 From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 
he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going 
on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Reflective talk 

 

Introduction to the Creed 

Dear Friends, 

The time of Advent is once more upon us. In the coming days and weeks we will recall God’s plan of 

salvation when he prepared his chosen people to receive his Son; we shall recall that we today are 

called to bring Christ to birth in our world and that we must renew our commitment during these 

weeks to being his disciples; we shall remind ourselves that he shall come again at the end of time for 

Christ is the light of the world! 

 



Darkness and Light: A Creed for Advent 
 
We believe in God, robed in splendour, veiled in mystery, ruler alike of darkness and light. 
We encounter God in Jesus Christ, who was tested and put to death,  
but whose radiance could not be quenched; 
whose touch brings a blaze of colour to a dull, drab world: 
reviving the weary, healing the wounded, unsettling the satisfied. 
 
We walk with God, guided by the light of God’s loving spirit; 
the light which enters the shadowed places of our hearts and leads us into truth and life. 
 
We wait for God, and for the fulfilment of God’s promises; 
for the time when the darkness will hold no fear and the light will show the way, 
and creation will be made whole once more and God’s peace will reign forever. 
Amen 
 

 

The Peace May the peace of God, which passes all understanding,  

keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. All:   Amen. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. All:   and also with you. 

 

Music: Lord, the light of your love is shining. 

 

Intercessions 

Circle us, Lord 

Circle us with the light of your presence, bright within this dark world 

Enable us to be overcomers of fear and temptation 

Enable us to be victors over sin and despair 

Enable us to become that which you would desire 

(Silent prayer) 

Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 

Circle us with the light of your presence 

 

Circle us, Lord 

Circle our family within the shelter of your outstretched 

arms 

Protect them in each moment of their daily lives 

Protect them in the decisions that they face 

Protect their homes and relationships 

(Silent prayer) 

Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 

Circle our families with the light of your presence 

 

Circle us, Lord 

Circle this nation with Advent love and hope 

Create a desire to listen to the Advent message 

Create a willingness to understand and respond 



Create a need to reach out to the Christ Child 

(Silent prayer) 

Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 

Circle our nation with the light of your presence 

 

Circle us, Lord 

Circle this world with the joy of your Salvation 

Where there is sickness and disease bring healing 

Where there is hunger and despair bring hope 

Where there is torture and oppression bring release 

Where there is bereavement and loss bring comfort 

As we bring the names of our loved ones before the Christ, the light of life. 

(Silent prayer) 

Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 

Circle this world with the light of your presence 

 

 

Gathering our prayers and praises before the one true Light, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer for being filled with Christ’s Light     

 

Lord, help me follow Your Light today 

Let Your Light be in all I say, 

Let Your Light be in all I do. 

Lord, let my heart reflect from You, 

Your holy love, Your peace, and joy, 

Let my life shine for You, Lord! 

Fill me with Thy Light and send 

My heart, my mind, and all my being 

Into the world Your Light to bring, 

Your Truth in all You do through me 

From now until eternity. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

May the light of Christ lead you 

to the joy of his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

May the light of Christ lead us to the joy of his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Upon you and all who we commend to the love and light of God 

May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with us and those who 

we love, now and forever more. All: Amen, Amen. 

A Hymn of Praise! O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder. 


